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POLICE — GERARD JAMES ROSS — REWARD 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.06 pm]: Twenty-three years ago, the Western Australian 
community was horrified and sickened by the abduction and murder of 11-year-old Gerard James Ross. Gerard 
was staying in Rockingham with his family for the school holidays. On 14 October 1997, he left the family’s 
accommodation to visit a local comic book store. He never arrived. Fourteen days later, after an intensive search, 
his body was found in the Karnup pine plantation in Baldivis. Despite a massive deployment of resources and an 
extensive investigation, the crime has remained unsolved to this day. 

I rise to inform the house that the McGowan government is increasing the reward for information that leads to the 
apprehension and conviction of the person or persons responsible for this terrible crime. The current level of that 
reward is $250 000; the government is increasing that by a multiple of four to $1 million. When the McGowan 
government was elected, it inherited a hotchpotch of rewards. A comprehensive review of the rewards that were 
then offered, and some crimes for which rewards were not available, was undertaken. In 2018, the government 
approved a new rewards framework that provides for rewards of up to $1 million in certain circumstances, including 
when the victim is a child. One million dollars will not bring Gerard back, nor will it restore him to his family or 
return to him the life and future that was taken, but it may lead to some measure of justice. Gerard deserves justice. 
His family needs justice; the years taken from him demand justice. 
In addition to the considerable financial incentive that the government is offering, it reserves the right to consider 
recommending protection from prosecution, or a pardon, for any informant with information that leads to the 
conviction of the person or persons responsible for the kidnap and murder of young Gerard. The determination of 
our police to solve this crime, and to apprehend those responsible and bring them to justice has not diminished 
over the years; it has grown. This government shares that determination. This was a terrible crime that cut right 
across our sense of who we are as a community. WA ought to be a place where our children are safe. It is our hope 
that this reward, this incentive, will play a positive part in ensuring that our children and our streets are just that 
extra bit safer. 
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